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Woodway Public Safety: Excellence in Action

The City of Woodway has much to be proud of, not the least of which is our Public Safety
Department. Their incredible efforts were rewarded last year with a ranking of 33rd safest city in
Texas, a leap from 75th place in 2023, and with more than 1,200 incorporated cities in the state,
climbing the Top 100 is certainly something to celebrate.

Also deserving of celebration are the six members of the Public Safety team who were selected
by their coworkers for recognition at January’s Employee Appreciation Banquet including awards
for customer service, community engagement, work ethic, and leadership. Among these
honorees were dispatchers, new and recently promoted officers, and the Chief himself. Anyone
who has read the department’s Year in Review will not be surprised, though. Community
outreach and crime prevention programs, a rigorous hiring process, and approximately 10,000
collective hours of training over the last year have shaped a department where the statistics and
community support speak for themselves.

A great department begins with great leadership, and Chief Khalil El-Halabi's efforts to educate,
innovate, and inspire his department are just a few of the reasons why he was honored with the
City Manager's Award. With the department since 2008, he is a walking example of the high bar
that he sets for those under his command. Along with rising through the ranks from rookie officer
to Public Safety Director, he is a graduate of the 91st class of the Law Enforcement Management
Institute of Texas' Leadership Command College, holds a Master of Science degree in Criminal
Justice, and is currently working toward his PhD in Public Administration. He cares about his team
and creating a culture where they care about each other and the community they serve.

Community engagement is definitely thriving under his leadership, and Community Resource
Officer Griffin Kenneaster is at the forefront of efforts to guide and grow the WPSD outreach
programs. Named Officer of the Year in January, CRO Kenneaster joined the department in mid-
2022. His boundless enthusiasm and appetite for learning garnered him recognition as both
Valedictorian and Class President of his Police and Fire Academies, as well as the City’s
Newcomer of the Year Award at last year’s banquet.

Together, these two outstanding members of an already exceptional department are
spearheading efforts to strengthen the connection between Public Safety and the citizens they
serve and protect. Some of the programs already familiar to residents include the July 4th and
Christmas parades, collections for Salvation Army’s Angel Tree and the Marine Reserves Toys for
Tots programs, Citizens Police Academy, Family Movie Night, and Woodway Night Out.

What people may not know is that these are just a drop in the bucket, and that programs are
constantly being developed or improved to better serve community needs. Here are a few of the
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things that Woodway residents and businesses can look forward to this year:
Youth Programs: WPSD is deeply committed to fostering youth involvement in the
community. Each year, officers engage in area youth events and conduct more than 100
by-request presentations. They work with local schools, homeschool groups, and daycares
on initiatives that include “Stranger Danger” and safety presentations, tours of the Public
Safety Department, and school visits to build meaningful connections with the next
generation.

Thanksgiving Turkey Fry: This new Turkey Fry and Fire Safety event offers important instruction
to the community on safely frying a turkey for the holidays. While fun and delicious, deep-
frying turkeys can also pose significant fire risk. With this live, officer-led demonstration,
attendees can learn how to properly handle equipment, maintain safe frying conditions,
and prevent accidents that could lead to dangerous fires. This program promises a tasty
and informative November.

Partnered & Protected: Launching in 2025, this program is built on the principle of strength in
unity, enhancing the safety and security of local businesses while fostering stronger
relationships between the community and Woodway PSD. Through this program, businesses
will be able to request safety walkthroughs from officers who will identify potential
vulnerabilities in security, fire hazards, and recommendations to correct them. Those officers
will also collect emergency contact information to enhance efficiency during response to
any incident. Participating businesses will receive stickers or signage to display on their
property, symbolizing this partnership and promoting trust and mutual respect between
local businesses and officers, as well as serving as a deterrent to criminal activity. Chief El-
Halabi and CRO Kenneaster look forward to actively promoting this program, with plans to
kick off the initiative by visiting each of the City’s existing businesses and extending a
personal invitation to participate.

If you would like to learn more about these, or any community programs offered by Woodway
Public Safety Department, please reach out to CRO Griffin Kenneaster at
gkenneaster@woodwaytexas.gov for more information.
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Link to City Council Meeting Agendas: https://woodwaytexas.gov/meetings-
agendas/

Link to Live Streaming/Past Live Streams for City Council Meetings:
https://www.youtube.com/@CityofWoodway



Boards & Commissions

To help guide our City into the future, the City Council (all of whom are volunteers serving without
pay) solicits the participation of our residents to serve as volunteer board/commission
members. Rewards for services are not measured in dollars but in the satisfaction of knowing that
you care enough to give back to your community. The City Council conducts an annual call for
board/commission applications early each year.

The City Council Nominating Committee meets in April to consider appointments to fill all
anticipated vacancies and then makes a recommendation to the entire City Council for action
in May. Appointments are also made during the year as vacancies occur.

There are currently four established boards and commissions, three of which meet on a regular
basis. More information on meetings and qualifications is available on the Application for
Volunteer Service form, linked here, but briefly:

The Planning & Zoning Commission holds regular meetings each month to act on a wide
variety of issues involving zoning and development within the City of Woodway, conducting
public hearings and making recommendations to City Council regarding these issues as
appropriate.

The Parks & Recreation Commission is an advisory body to the City Council on all matters
relating to recreational facilities in Woodway. This commission holds regular meetings in
January, March, May, August, and October, and occasionally assists with special events
and projects throughout the year.

The Youth Commission is made up of Woodway residents in grades 7 through 12 who serve
as an advisory body to the City Council on matters relating to young citizens. Except for June
and July, regular meetings are held each month and members are expected to assist with
special events and projects conducted throughout the year.

The Board of Adjustment addresses appeals filed with the City regarding application and
interpretation of certain ordinances pertaining to zoning and nonconforming uses of real
property. There is no regular meeting schedule. These members meet only under the
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advisement of the City Attorney. 

Those interested in applying to serve should submit the Application for Volunteer Service form to
the City Secretary no later than April 15th.

The City of Waco is hosting the annual Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day, providing
residents with a FREE and safe way to dispose of hazardous household materials. Mark your
calendars for 7AM to 1PM on Saturday, March 22 and take advantage of this community service.

The event is open to residents of Woodway, Bellmead, Hewitt, Lacy Lakeview, and Waco. Proper
disposal of items like paint, household cleaners, and other hazardous materials is crucial to
keeping our soil and waterways clean and safe.

Save Time with the Fast Lane!
Pre-register online to access the fast lane and make your drop-off quick and easy. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email with your registration form attached. On the day
of the event, bring a printed or digital copy of your confirmation form or have your recipient
number ready at check-in.

If you do not pre-register, don't worry! Simply bring your utility bill and a valid photo ID to
participate.

Register now and do your part to keep our community green!

Register by visiting 
https://us.openforms.com/Form/757b2e4f-fe78-4400-bdeb-e12dd67b0475
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The City offers two complimentary Large Item Pickup services per year for residents. These dates
are coordinated with Frontier Waste Solutions and will occur on your second trash day of the
week. The first Large Item Pickup service for 2025 is scheduled for April 24th and 25th.

When using this service, please limit the number of items placed curbside. Televisions and tires
must be taken to the landfill for disposal, and refrigerators must be tagged by a licensed
professional to be picked up curbside. Hazardous waste is not collected on these dates, but it
can be disposed of on the City’s Household Hazardous Waste Day, which is scheduled for March
22nd.

To schedule an additional Large Item Pickup service, contact Customer Service at City Hall at
254.772.4480 or email customerservice@woodwaytexas.gov. The cost for the additional service is
$85.05.
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City Hours & Closures



Discover Woodway: Your Guide to Local Events





Woodway Public Safety





Celebrating Leadership & Service

Congratulations to Corporals Webb and Canter on their recent promotions!

Cpl. Webb has been with the Department for 5 years and stays very busy as a K9 Officer, a Field
Training Officer, and a member of the Ropes & Rescue and SWAT Teams. He is a past recipient of
Woodway PSD’s Officer of the Year award, a decorated officer and an emerging leader within
the organization.

Cpl. Canter has also been an instrumental part of the Public Safety team for over five years,
quickly moving into the position of Team Leader of the Unmanned Aircraft System (Drone) Team.
He also serves as one of the department’s premier Field Training Officers and a member of the
High Angle Rope Rescue Team.

The initiative and attitude of service demonstrated by these two officers offers promise for a bright
future for these men, Woodway PSD, and the Woodway community. Once again,
congratulations to them both!



Bound for the Brave Recap

This year, we are thrilled to share that runner signups increased by 7% and, thanks to your
generosity, we received more donations than in previous years.

We are truly humbled and grateful for the amazing support shown to the 100 Club. Your donations
have made an immeasurable impact, providing critical assistance to the families of fallen and
injured first responders when they need it most.





Join the Excitement at the WFC!



Woodway Staff Anniversaries



Woodway Reels
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