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Very Merry Christmas Event Recap

Christmas came a little early as over 1,000 visitors 
celebrated A Very Merry Woodway Christmas on 
December 19th at the Carleen Bright Arboretum! There 
were candy canes and silver lanes aglow as guests 
wandered the stalls of a nighttime vendor market, 
enjoyed hot chocolate and tasty treats from a variety 
of food trucks, and cheered as the Mayor stood with 
his family and fellow Council members to light the 
brand new 22-foot Christmas tree. A train offered rides 
outside the Pavilion while inside, Chief Khalil El-Halabi 
escorted The Grinch in to perform a little community service and the duo teamed up for 
a dramatized reading of the Green Grump’s classic holiday tale. Meanwhile, Santa saw 
a steady stream of little visitors with big Christmas wishes throughout the evening and five 
employee teams battled for gingerbread glory in the first Employee Gingerbread House 
Decorating Contest. In only its second year, A Very Merry Woodway Christmas exceeded 
expectations, and the Discover Woodway team is already making plans to continue 
building on its overwhelming success. The future truly is merry and bright!

Link: https://youtube.com/shorts/ZqdNhVKpl4c



City Updates

Link to City Council Meeting Agendas: https://woodwaytexas.gov/meetings-agendas/

Link to Live Streaming/Past Live Streams for City Council Meetings:  
https://www.youtube.com/@CityofWoodway





City Hours & Closures



Discover Woodway: Your Guide to Local Events



Woodway Public Safety



The Woodway Public Safety Citizens Police Academy is currently accepting applications! 
This special community program is an extremely low-pressure environment where 
participants will be immersed in the daily activities associated with policing and firefighting. 

The Academy starts on February 27th from 6PM to 9PM and continues every Thursday for 11 
weeks. Did we mention that the entire academy is FREE, and that you do not have to be a 
Woodway resident to apply? What are you waiting for? Seats are filling quickly, and joining is 
as simple as filling out the pamphlet and turning it in! Contact Community Resource Officer 
Griffin Kenneaster at gkenneaster@woodwaytexas.gov for more information or to apply!

Access the 2025 CPA Brochure at
https://files.constantcontact.com/d93324c7801/b24014ba-31b7-4867-ab91-885739d3574b.pdf



Randi Winget was hired as our City Ordinance Officer 
upon the retirement of our beloved ACO Albert Lopez. 
She comes to us from a neighboring city where she was 
the Animal Control Officer for several years. Ms. Winget 
boasts several years of experience in animal care and 
has already been instrumental in the continuing efforts 
to keep Woodway beautiful. Ms. Winget is responsible for 
Animal Control and City Ordinance enforcement as the 
dual role within the City of Woodway. We look forward to 
her continued success and her serving our community. 
Welcome Randi!

Introducing Randi Winget



2024 Toys for Tots and Angel Tree Recap



The Woodway Public Safety Department’s commitment to public service was truly front 
and center this holiday season as, for two solid months, their lobby overflowed with 
evidence of staff and community generosity.

During November’s Food for Families food drive, an incredible 953 pounds of donated 
goods were collected to feed those in need over the holidays! This spirit of giving remained 
strong through December as WPSD shifted the focus to providing a special Christmas for 
area children in need. 

Over the last two years, the Woodway Public Safety Department’s collaboration with 
the Marine Reserve Toys for Tots program has flourished, quickly expanding from lobby 
donation boxes to an anticipated community event. In 2023, the program took to the 
streets of Woodway in a decorated firetruck for the 1st annual Toy Drive Parade, featuring 
Santa and your Public Safety officers collecting curbside donations and connecting with 
the residents.

Given the success of the inaugural parade, expectations for 2024 were high. After all, 
what could be better than a Christmas Toy Drive Parade? How about two parades and 
a truce, at least temporarily, between Santa Claus and the Grinch? That’s right! This year, 
WPSD organized two nights of decorated firetruck fun, gaining even greater support from 
our amazing community and reaching more families than ever. The Grinch himself even 
collected the gifts! 

As if the boundless generosity of our community was not apparent enough in the countless 
Toys for Tots donations made, you also adopted and supported 16 angels during our first 
initiative with the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree Program! We are thrilled with the success of 
these impactful programs and awed by the charitable spirit of this community! Thank you 
to all who participated, and we look forward to 2025!

Police Academy Grad - Payton Pollard

In December, our newest officer graduated from the 
McLennan Community College Police Academy. 
Officer Payton Pollard comes with years of experience 
in the Criminal Justice arena and was most recently an 
Adult Probation Officer before coming to Woodway 
PSD. Officer Pollard will now complete a several month 
interdepartmental training with our state-certified Field 
Training Officers in order to learn the “Woodway way.”



Join the Excitement at the WFC!



Woodway Staff Anniversaries

Woodway Reels

Toys for Tots Parade
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Bv2xr5veYWQ

Toys for Tots Parade – The Grinch
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ueeYcPK97jA



Woodway Public Safety Ropes Rescue
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/jwKMIvFi5To
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